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In a meeting with State leaders and representatives, Home Minister Amit Shah noted that the 

geographical influence of the Maoists has reduced from 96 districts in 10 States in 2010 to 41 now. The 

contraction is not surprising. Armed struggle has found few takers beyond select pockets untouched by 

development or linkages with the welfare state; and far from consolidating its presence — a prospect 

that seemed possible following the merger of two major Naxalite groups into the proscribed Communist 

Party of India (Maoist) — the organisation is limited to the remote and densely forested terrains of 

central and east-central India. Rather than mobilising discontents with the Indian state by projecting its 

weaknesses and ensuring inclusion and welfare, the Maoists have privileged armed struggle, invited 

state repression and sought to use this to recruit adherents. Such a strategy has led to some of India’s 

poorest people, the tribals in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand in particular, being caught up in endless 

violence, and also caused severe losses to the Maoists as well as anti-insurgent security forces. This has 

followed the predictable path of most Maoist insurrections that retained armed struggle to achieve their 

aims – in the Philippines and Peru, for example — leaving behind death and violence rather than 

enabling genuine uplift of the poor. Despite these, the Maoists have not budged from their flawed 

understanding of the nature of the Indian state and democracy, unwilling to accept that the poor 

people, whom they claim to represent, seek greater engagement with the electoral and welfare system. 

 

The Maoist insurgency still has potency in South Bastar in Chhattisgarh, the Andhra-Odisha 

border and in some districts in Jharkhand. These States must focus on expansive welfare and 

infrastructure building even as security forces try to weaken the Maoists. Frequent skirmishes and 

attacks have not only affected the security forces but also left many tribal civilians caught in the 

crossfire. A purely security-driven approach fraught with human rights’ violations has only added to the 

alienation among the poor in these areas. The Maoists must be compelled to give up their armed 

struggle and this can only happen if the tribal people and civil society activists promoting peace are also 

empowered. The Indian government should not be satisfied with the mere weakening of the Maoist 

insurgency and reduce commitments made for the developmental needs of some districts of concern in 

States such as Jharkhand, as its Chief Minister has alleged. The Union government and the States must 

continue to learn from successes such as the expansion of welfare and rights paradigms in limiting the 

movement and failures that have led to the continuing spiral of violence in select districts. 

 

 geographical (adjective) – zonal, territorial, 

topical. 

 influence (noun) – power, authority, sway, 

leverage, weight, position. 

 contraction (noun) – decrease, reduction, 

shrinking, decline, dwindling. 

 armed (adjective) – using firearms. 

 armed struggle (noun) – conflict/fight 

involving weapons. 

 taker (noun) – a person who accepts a 

challenge; a person who accepts an offer. 

 pocket (noun) – a small area. 

 untouched (adjective) – unaffected, 

unchanged, uninfluenced, unspoiled, 

unpolluted, undamaged. 

 welfare state (noun) – a form of 

government in which the state protects and 

promotes the economic and social well-

being of the citizens, based upon the 

principles of equal opportunity, equitable 

distribution of wealth, and public 

responsibility for citizens unable to avail 

themselves of the minimal provisions for a 

good life. A system wherein the 

government agrees to underwrite certain 

levels of employment, income, education, 

medical, social security and housing for all 

its citizens. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 

 consolidate (verb) – strengthen, reinforce, 

fortify. 
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 prospect (noun) – chance, possibility. 

 Naxalite movement (noun) – a social 

movement in India in the post-

independence years. It is basically a 

revolutionary movement of peasants and 

labour-class people. 

 Naxalite (noun) – (In India) a member of an 

extreme Maoist group. 

 proscribed (adjective) – banned, prohibited, 

forbidden (by law). 

 remote (adjective) – faraway, distant, far 

off. 

 terrain (noun) – land, ground, territory. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring 

together for a specific cause. 

 discontent (noun) – dissatisfaction, 

disaffection, disgruntlement, grievances, 

unhappiness, displeasure. 

 project (verb) – convey, communicate, 

present (in a particular way). 

 inclusion (noun) – a person who is included 

within a whole (group/society). 

 welfare (noun) – social security, 

government/state benefit, public 

assistance. 

 privilege (verb) – give a privilege. 

 repression (noun) – suppression, 

oppression, quelling, restraining/stifling. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 adherent (noun) – follower, supporter, 

advocate. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 in particular (phrase) – particularly, 

specifically, especially. 

 (be) caught up in (phrasal verb) – become 

involved in (something unintended). 

 anti-insurgent (adjective) – against 

insurgent (rebel, revolutionary, 

revolutionist). 

 insurrection (noun) – coup, uprising, 

rebellion, putsch; civil unrest/disorder. 

 leave behind (phrasal verb) – forget, mislay; 

abandon. 

 enable (verb) – allow, permit, facilitate. 

 uplift (noun) – improvement, advancement, 

development. 

 budge (verb) – change one’s mind, give 

way, give in, yield, compromise, adapt, 

retract. 

 flawed (adjective) – defective, faulty, 

distorted, inaccurate. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, involvement. 

 expansive (adjective) – extensive, 

sweeping; thorough, broad. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 skirmish (noun) – fight, conflict, clash, 

confrontation. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, 

ordinary citizen. 

 caught in a crossfire (phrase) – get involved 

in an (argumentative &) unpleasant/difficult 

situation. 

 security-driven (adjective) – controlled by 

the security (forces). 

 fraught with (adjective) – full of, filled with, 

rife with, loaded with; accompanied by. 

 add to (phrasal verb) – increase, intensify, 

augment. 

 alienation (noun) – isolation, detachment, 

estrangement/separation. 

 give up (phrasal verb) – stop, discontinue, 

renounce, forgo, abandon. 

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to 

space for collective action around shared 

interests, purposes, and values, generally 

distinct from government and commercial 

for-profit actors. It refers to a wide array of 

organizations: community groups, non-

governmental organizations [NGOs], labour 

unions, indigenous groups, charitable 

organizations, faith-based organizations, 

professional associations, and foundations. 

Civil society – sometimes called the “third 

sector” (after government and commerce) – 

has the power to influence the actions of 

elected policy-makers and businesses. 
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 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 empower (verb) – enable, equip, give the 

power to. 

 allege (verb) – contend, argue, claim, 

suggest, state, indicate. 

 paradigm (noun) – model, pattern, case in 

point. 

 spiral (noun) – rise or fall of something; 

upward spiral – growth, rise, enlargement, 

expansion (or) downward spiral- 

deterioration, decline, degradation. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

The German elections are known to be a predictable exercise largely dominated by the 

Conservatives. But this time, even after the preliminary results are out, there is no clarity about which 

party would form the coalition and who would succeed Angela Merkel, who had announced her 

retirement well before the polls. There are now two wannabe Chancellors and two kingmakers, and 

coalition talks are expected to drag on. The centre-left Social Democrats (SPD) took a narrow lead with 

25.7% of the vote, followed by the bloc led by Ms. Merkel’s conservative Christian Democrats (CDU), 

with 24.1%, their lowest vote share. The Greens won 14.8%, their best performance in a national poll, 

while the liberal, pro-business Free Democrats (FDP) took 11.5%. Olaf Scholz, who put the trailing 

Socialists in the lead, has claimed victory and shown interest in working with the Greens. Armin Laschet, 

the Conservative leader, has also promised to put “every effort” to ensure a CDU-led government. That 

leaves the Greens and the Liberals as kingmakers. Since the Socialists and the Conservatives, currently 

coalition partners in the Merkel government, will not be together again, the next government is set to 

be a three-way coalition. 

 

Over the last 16 years, Ms. Merkel has been the undisputed face of the CDU and one of 

Germany’s most popular leaders. Her decision to retire has left a vacuum both in the CDU leadership 

and in German politics. Under the uncharismatic conservative Armin Laschet, the CDU, which ruled 52 of 

the 72 post-war years of Germany, looked like a pale shadow of itself, while Mr. Scholz, who belongs to 

the pro-business sections of the Social Democrats, led a campaign focused on social justice, by 

promising to increase the minimum wage, build affordable houses and raise taxes on the rich. This 

campaign allowed the Social Democrats to eat into the traditional vote base of the Conservatives. The 

growing awareness of climate politics led to the rapid and visible rise of the Greens. Mr. Scholz will now 

seek to bring together the Social Democrats, Greens and Liberals, the so-called ‘traffic light’ coalition 

that will have 416 seats, well beyond the 368 needed for majority. But a lot would depend on coalition 

talks and reaching common ground, as the CDU has also thrown its hat into the ring. When Ms. Merkel 

took over the reins of Germany in 2005, Europe’s largest economy was stalled with high unemployment. 

She overcame crises, strengthening Germany’s economic prowess and transforming its role in Europe. 

But she also saw German politics getting fragmented and the rise of the neo-Nazi AfD, which got a 10.3% 

vote share in Sunday’s poll. Whoever succeeds Ms. Merkel has their task cut out to offer stable 

governance, address growing social disquiet and strengthen the EU. And a bigger challenge is to take up 

this ambitious agenda while leading a three-way coalition. 

 

 exercise (noun) – activity, task, work, 

assignment; operation. 

 out (adjective) – revealed, made public, 

known, disclosed. 

 succeed (verb) – replace, take the place of, 

take over from, come after, follow, 

supersede. 

 wannabe (adjective) – aspiring/wanting to 

look or act like someone else; potential, 

promising, hopeful, aspirant, ambitious. 

 Chancellor (noun) – the head of the 

government (in some EU countries, 

example: Germany).  
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 drag on (phrasal verb) – persist, continue, 

go on, carry on. 

 centre-left (adjective) – moderately left-

wing (party). 

 narrow (adjective) – marginal, slight, small.  

 liberal (adjective) – progressive, forward-

thinking, broad-minded. 

 pro- (prefix) – supporting. 

 trailing (adjective) – lagging behind, falling 

behind, losing. 

 undisputed (adjective) – undoubted, 

uncontested, unchallenged, unquestioned. 

 face (noun) – person. 

 vacuum (noun) – gap, absence, 

lack/deficiency of something. 

 uncharismatic (adjective) – lacking 

charisma; lacking the charm; lacking 

attractiveness; dull; ineffective.  

 pale (noun) – less impressive, ineffectual, 

ineffective. 

 a shadow of your former self (phrase) – If 

someone or something is a shadow of their 

former self, they are very much less 

powerful, strong,  impressive than they 

used to be. 

 belong to (verb) – be affiliated to, be 

associated with, be connected to, be linked 

to. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort 

which seeks to influence the decision 

making progress within a specific group. 

 social justice (noun) – it is the view that 

everyone deserves equal economic, political 

and social rights and opportunities. 

 affordable (adjective) – economical, 

inexpensive, reasonably priced. 

 eat into (phrasal verb) – use up, finish, 

exhaust, deplete, drain; damage something 

(by gradually destroying it). 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 ‘traffic light’ coalition (noun) – a term 

originating in German politics where it 

describes a coalition government of the 

Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), 

the Free Democratic Party (FDP), and the 

Greens. It arises from the fact that the 

parties’ traditional colours, respectively red, 

yellow, and green, resemble the normal 

colour sequence of a traffic light. 

 common ground (phrase) – shared 

opinions, beliefs (or interests). 

 throw one’s hat in the ring (phrase) – to 

show willingness to take part into a contest 

or take up a challenge, particularly in 

politics/business. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control 

of, take control of, gain control of, take 

charge of, take command of. 

 reins (noun) – controlling power. (In 

general, rein is the long leather strap(s) 

attached to a horse’s head (usually on 

either sides), by which the rider controls a 

horse). 

 stall (verb) – obstruct, impede, interrupt, 

thwart, derail, restrict. 

 overcome (verb) – get the better of, prevail 

over, deal with, solve, triumph over. 

 prowess (noun) – expertise, effectiveness, 

excellence, accomplishment, proficiency. 

 fragment (verb) – break up, splinter, 

fracture, disintegrate, fall apart, collapse, 

break down (into a small part or section of 

something). 

 neo-Nazi (adjective) – authoritarian, 

totalitarian, dictatorial, draconian, 

democratic, illiberal. 

 have one’s work/task cut out (phrase) – be 

faced with a tough task/work. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, 

try to sort out. 

 disquiet (noun) – uneasiness, agitation, 

restlessness, distress/concern. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – become involved 

in, become interested in, engage in; accept 

a challenge. 

 ambitious (adjective) – formidable, 

challenging, demanding. 
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